any years ago,

textile artist Dianc

Gilder's

grandmother

knitted her husband

a pair of socks.
They were black, apart for the big toe on
one foot which was bright blue because
she had run out of wool.

Those socks have survived and Diane
srill wears them under her wellies a good
20 vears after her grandmother died. She
regards them as a very fitting reminder
of someone who was dearly loved.

And that’s what she wanted to find
when she was approached to create 2
memorial o Louise Johnson - & young
teacher at Dronfield’s Gorseybrigg
Primary School, who died of cancer the
day before her 34th birthday.

Diane’s work in gloriously vibrant
colours has cheered up walls across
South Yorkshire, from the three large
hangings at Rotherham General Hospital

Textile artist Diane Gilder has just completed
her toughest task to date — creating a
touching memorial for Dronfield teacher,
Louise Johnson.

to the small personal commission to

celebrate the birth of a precious daughter.

The school wanted the same for Louise.

But finding something which captured
the spirit of the lively young teacher was
a tremendous challenge. Diane decided
her first port of call should be the people
who knew Louise best - her pupils: “We
had & meeting with the ¢children she had
taught and some

Mahal and we decided we should have
something in between the two.”

Diane asked them for words which
described whal Louise meant Lo them
and they came up with four pages. Now
Diane is working full-time on bringing to
life the words they suggested, in seven
embroidered panels to hang in the school
as a permanent reminder of Louise.
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worked with. T children and the people
s them had a great affect i knew her. butin
something about 1 many ways that was good
md on these children Y2 Nekewen
grandmother's and 1 hope the conduit for their
=

hangings will
show what she
meant to them.”

The squares, roughly
12 inches square, arc
predominately rainbow-
coloured and will be
hung in such a way that
they can be appreciated from a wider
perspective.

The first has Christmas baubles, hearts
and conkers, because Louise loved a
song about them. That theme carries on
to the second panel which contains
musical imagery and the first two notes
of the tune,

The third pictures butterflies, sunshine,
flowers and the countryside; the fifth has



st T ke aoacd 1hee sixth POy s S
onu vislel buckeround. The final pane
s 0 nocklnoe with kats of swiols ond
BRSERTHITEG
“ouise ohviowsdy o
these childd 1w | hope he lamgings
o them ™

wirk 10 he | sefoes] wlmet wis
bt st a few vears ago. She wis
previous!y gcked iF she wounld Lle o pul
sinmie al her preced on disploy o help
bri} up the recepdon
bo TR U e T un 1l
meluding @ Lmdses
vibeant lipins and her T
interpretation of the f
nniny. b Peen sl
eEmek ey arc

Teorrr, soumetimes for o whiole sclhoal sea

i watl o

1 sndls if 1 mead them Tor an
eahibition . T works well for agh ol us:
brizhten ther
s ot | el exposune.”

Piane, wehoy Iives o ol near
querfic ). stschicd the isiory of snt
ien and Filim ot the old Sheltield

Polviechmic Tor three veurs and then, sl
home lookmg aftor her tannly, deckbe
she wanted wy try something differant.
Huwing sipood ap o a creative

embroidery cliss held at the middle

i Wb Divondicld, she ar 11 1
cancellzd due o a lack of people.
rsteand the nuor mvired ihe fewowi
& interested o stady at her house
and Diare [ound bersell hooked . She
mmediately signed
Goilds course in Chesiorlick
hasn't bonked bock
] Bave alwaivs loved doing co
moand drawing ;. éreatrve cmbir

il physicul e

ng prodessionally
PRI sord wepthoaat b pordiclio, whien
she Keeps ol the sketches and
desvedopmmentin] wirk . she mright casily
forgot some of the beauatrful pleces
has created. The comnnossion al
Reeherhumn Gensrnl Hospital could néever
b ome of them

-m R i -
-+ | i
i 4 -




